Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


littps://archive.org/details/appealtocitizensOOdavi 


3  1833  01067  9261 


AN    A  P  P  -K  A  L 

TO  THE 

CJ.  TJ  ZJLH_a_,  01  N  E  W  T  0  N  V 

EMBRACING  A 

BRIEF   HISTORY    OF    THE  TOWN. 


/: 

F  DAVIS,  S. 

8446  An  app_eal  to  the  citizens  of  Newton,  em- 

.21         bracing  a  brief  history  of  the  town.  [New 
ton?1847] 
25p. 

Caption  title. 


AN   A  P  P  E  A  L 

TO  tup: 

CITIZENS  OF  NEWTON, 

EMBRACING  A 

BRIEF    HISTORY    OF    THE  TOWN. 


Citizens  of  Newton  : 

We  think  any  honest,  nnprejudiced  mind  must,  perceive  tlie 
necessity  for  the  division  of  a  town  with  physical  features  like 
those  of  Newton  ;  a  town  containing  five  post  oflices,  eight 
meeting-houses,  and  about  five  thousand  inliabitants,  mostly 
living  in  villages  on  its  very  borders,  and  without  a  common 
centre.  It  must  be  seen  that  the  peace,  harmony,  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  require  the  division  of  such  a 
corporation,  and  that  will  instead  of  wisdom  opposes  so  equitable 
a  measure.  But  although  these  truths  are  distinctly  seen,  the 
"great  majority"  of  the  inhabitants,  (i.  e.  the  ])eo])le  of  the 
southern,  central,  and  eastern  parts,)  have  always  been  opposed 
to  this  measure,  as  they  have  to  every  measure  calculated  to  give 
the  inhabitants  of  the  West  Parish,  privileges  equal  to  their  own. 
As  it  can  be  shown  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  })art  of 
the  town  are  not  unreasonable  in  their  demands,  it  foHows  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  East  are  guilty  of  "monstrous  injustice"^ 
toward  the  peoj)le  of  the  West  Parish.    Rut  that  all  candid  per- 

')  sons  may  form  their  owii-  opinions  based  upon  a  knowledge  of 

_^the  facts  as  they  have  and  do  now  exist,  an  abstract  of  some  of 
the  records  of  the  town  are  herewith  presented,  as  being  con- 

.  nected  with  the  conflicting  and  discordant  views  entertained  by 
the  diderent  sections  of  the  town  ;  however,  before  entering  uj)on 

^  that  subject,  the  reader's  attention  is  recpiested  to  a  very  brief 
consideration  of  Newtowne  as  it  was,  and  Newton  as  it  is. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Charlestown  in  IG'JS,  otiicr  settle- 
ments  were  made  to  the  north-west  and  west,  extending  many 

;^miles,  all  of  which  constituted  the  town  of  Newtowne,  or  perhaps 
more  properly  the  Newtowne,  in  contradistinction  from  those 

1  *  Vide  Edraand's  Remonstrance.   
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earlier  settlements  at  Cliarlcstown,  Watertown,  nrul  Mradford, 
(as  then  spelled,)  were,  as  early  as  KioO,  by  irciicrnl  coiiMut, 
designated  by  those  appellatives;  but  from  tlx;  i)aii(  ity  ol"  ihe 
reeords  of  this  early  periixl  in  our  history,  it  would  Ix-Ho  easy 
task  to  designate  the  ddiniti'  boundaries  oC  the  .-cvcr.il  plaiila- 
tions.  Six  years  alter  the  settlement  of  ( 'harlestown,  il  appears 
there  were  but  twelve  plantations  in  all  iMassnelmsetls  Hay;  as, 
at  a  Court  holden  at  Newtowne,  SepiemlxT  3d,  Ki:)  1,  It  was 
further  ordered,  that  the  sum  of  XGOO  shall  be  levied  out  of  the 
several  plantations  for  ])ubli(iue  uses,  the  one  half  to  be  paid 
forthwith,  the  other  half  before  the  setting  of  the  next  Court,  vi.:  : 
Dorchester,  80;  Roxbury,  70;  Newtowne,  SO;  "Waierlow  ii,  lit); 
Saugus,  50  ;  Boston,  80  ;  Ipswich,  50  ;  Salem,  45  ;  Charle.->to\\  n, 
45;  iMeadford,  2G ;  Wessagassett  (Weymouth),  10;  Jiareeove 
(Hingham),  4."  Thus  it  appears  that  Newtowne  possessed  as 
much  capital  as  any  plantation  at  that  time,  and  the  most,  with 
two  exceptions,  of  any  in  the  Colony.  At  the  same  Court,  "  It  was 
further  ordered  that  no  person  shall  take  tobacco  publi(iuely,  under 
the  penalty  of  eleven  shillings,  nor  privately,  in  his  own  liousi^  or 
in  the  house  of  another,  before  strangers,  and  that  two  or  nK)re 
shall  not  take  it  anywhere,  under  the  aforesaid  penalty  for  each 
oflence." 

At  a  Court  holden  at  Newtowme  on  the  second  day  of  the  ninth 
month,  1637,  it  was  ordered,  that  no  person  shall  In'  allowed  to 
sell  cakes  and  bunns,  except  at  funerals  and  weddings."  The:re 
laws  were  enacted,  so  far  as  the  records  aj)pear,  not  only  by  a 
majority,  but  unanimously.  Prior  to  1633,  the  Courts  were 
holden  at  Boston,  but  from  that  j)eriod  until  1()3S,  they  were  all 
holden  at  Newtowne;  but  when  the  College  was  established  at 
Newtowne,  in  1638,  the  name  was  changed  to  Cambridge,  and 
the  Courts  removed  back  to  Boston.  The  present  town  ol'  New- 
ton remained  a  part  of  Cambridge,  and  known  as  Cambridge 
village  or  New  Cambridge,  uiUil  December  ^,  ]691,  when,  upon 
a  petition  to  have  the  town  divided,  it  was  set  oil"  from  Caiii- 
bridge  and  incorporated  into  a  separate  town,  by  the  name  of  New- 
town ;  at  what  precise  period  the  iv  was  dropped  does  not  ai)i)car, 
but  probably  by  degrees.  All  the  transfers  of  land  and  the  acts 
of  the  town  are  recognized  as  being  in  Cambridge,  until  the  act 
of  incorporation. 

In  1646,  the  Rev.  John  Elliot,  minister  of  Roxbury,  through 
the  aid  of  an  Indian  servant,  had  so  far  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
their  language,  as  to  be  able  to  render  himself  intelligible  to  the 
neighboring  Indians,  and  accordingly  first  visited  tli.'iu  in  ct^ui- 
pany  with  tw-o  or  three  others,  at  the  northeasterly  part  of  the 
towm,  called  Nonantum,  or.  Nonanetum.  Ilis  unwearied  elTort- 
were  crowned  with  partial  success.  i\Iany  of  the  savages 
adopted  the  habits  of  the  English,  and  had  a  regular  place  of 
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worship,  and  in  K)')!  ihry  priiicipally  r(Mn()V('(l  to  \alick,  and 
there  built  a  town  and  cslablishcd  a  c  fnn-cli,  w  liidi  llourislicd  lor 
many  years.  But  the  settliMiient  has  inched  away;  only  one 
female  of  about  nineteen  remains.  iMr.  J^hiol,  w  ith  a  /eal  un- 
paralleU^d,  acquired  a  knowJccli^e  of  their  hin.',^iia<^'e  suHicicnt  to 
enable  liim  to  translate  the  J^iblc,  and  other  smaller  works,  into 
the  langnage  t^poken  by  all  the  tribes  in  this  vicinity. 

That  the  reader  may  form  some  idea  of  the  great  ellorts  rccpii- 
site  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  langnage  first  used  in  C.'hrisiian 
worship  within  the  precincts  of  Newton,  a  few  extracts  arc  hero 


presented. 

Numerals. 

1. 

Pasuc. 

2. 

Neese. 

3. 

Nishwe. 

4. 

Nabo. 

5. 

Nananna. 

G. 

Nequitta. 

7. 

Nesausuc. 

8. 

Nishshowosuc. 

9. 

Pasucoogun. 

10. 

Taushit  pinque. 

19. 

Nabo  passueoogun. 

20. 

Neeschage. 

30. 

Nishshwinehage. 

40. 

Yauschage. 

50. 

Napanna  taushinchage. 

60. 

Nequitta  taushinchage. 

70. 

Nesausuc  tahshinehage. 

80. 

Shwosuc  tahshinehage. 

90. 

Pasucoogun  tahshinehage. 

100. 

Pasukoowe. 

200. 

Neese  pasukoowe. 

Genesis^  13:  7.  Onk  pcnuanettuonk  nashau  chtopwulassam- 
muaenumoh  wunnetasumoh  Abrani  kak  nashanwe  w^uttasam- 
muaennmoh  wunnrelasumoh  Lot.  Kali  Kananittog,  kah  peris- 
itotrneit  neit  ne  ootohkinneau. 

o 

8.  Onk  Abram  wuttish  Lotuh  kooweequetumonsh  ahcpie 
pcnuanettuonk  ohta  ;  nathauwe  necn  leak  ken,  kah  iiasliiuiwc, 
nulassammuacnumog  kah  kulassammnanumognewutehe  koo- 
weemattitimun. 

9.  Sun  mo  wame  ohkeno  ansquabeankoowchquclnmoueh 
chippin  kuhhog  wutch  neen,  menadtuhteshaan  neen,  mrnadtah- 
teashaan  nen  nuttinohteasheam,  asuh  eniinmhreashean  neu 
nummenadteasteam. 

Numbers^  10:  5.  Kah  puhpeguohtamog  wame  quoshwe  onk, 
neit  wutchepwoac  tuppuksiniiowongaslipis  monchemoooash. 
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6.  Kuli  nahohtoen  pulipeqiiontainook  \vaino(|noth\vronk,  ncit 
soanac  liippuksinnowongath  pisli  iiioiichciiioa^li,  iiai;  pl>h  |)uli- 
pequonrumwog,  wairiLHiuojihweonk  wiitclir  uinnioiulirDiiLjaii- 
oooash. 

Exodus  8:  *3!2.  Kali  IMiaroh  menulikcMeop  wiitlah  ncwonk 
ut.    Kah  matla  monchcaheau  inissiniiimiah. 

Exodus  9:  35.  Kali  Pharoh  wattah  iiaiio  inennliki'i(M)|).  l\ali 
malranicahcani  wunnaunionub  I.sracl  m-anonip  Jdiovali  iia>[u  ji 
wuunutclieganic  Moses. 

yl675l9:36.  Yeush  inatta  konootasinog  woh  kiitcln'.jiiii 
apimwoo,  onk  malta  won  tcagkutussiiiiiwoo  tiudt  hii. 

Lcuntntations  3:  46.  Wame  nuiniiialwonianogiiiitouiu  hruDK- 
gunnonog. 

Genesis  13:  0.  Onk  onke,  mat  tapeniimoop  wamnnon  calioli, 
noh  wutten  weechayeuwnlinucsooiit  weroiitche  wutiinnecUion- 
gunoo  missi,  kaii  woh  mat  weechayenwurlleog. 

Noowomanlammoonkanunonnash  signifies,  in  I'lnglish,  our 
loves.  Kummogkedonattoollummoootiteaongannunnonat^li,  our 
question. 

The  Lord's  prayer,  as  recorded  by  Matthew,  was  written  as 
follows : 

Matthew  6:  9.  Nooshun  kesukgut  guttianatamnnach  koowc- 
suonk. 

10.  Peyanmooutcli  knkketassootamooork,  kuttenanlamooiik  i.e 
n,  nach  ohkeit  neanckcsukgut. 

11.  Nummectmongash  asekesukokish  assamamneane  yeuyeii 
kesukok. 

12.  Kah  ahquoantamaiinnean  nummatcheseonga^ll  neane 
matchenchukqueagig  nutahcpionlamounrononog. 

13.  Ahque  sagkoinpagunaiinnean  en  gutehhuaougaiiit,  wcbc 
pohquohwussinnean  wutch  matchitiU ;  newutche  kutahtaurm 
kelassecoonk,  kah  menuhkesuonk,  kah  sohsumoonk  miekenie, 
Amen. 

July  20th,  166-1,  the  first  church  was  gathered  in  Newton,  then 
Cambridge  Village,  and  Rev.  John  Elliot,  son  of  John  I'illiot  of 
Roxbury,  was  ordained  same  day.  Born,  August  31st,  KioG; 
died,  Oct  11th,  1668,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  age. 

There  appears  to  be  no  record  extant  of  the  time  when  the 
first  meeting  house  was  erected,  but  probably  prior  to  1664,  in 
the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  old  burying  ground.  In  1696  the  second 
house  was  built  near  the  same  spot,  tradition  says  on  the  o|  po- 
site  side  of  the  road.  This  second  house  was  taken  down  auil 
removed  to  Wallham  in  1721,  and  a  third  house  built  on  the  spot 
where  the  new  house  is  now  being  finished.    The  fourth  house 
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was  built  in  1801 ;  and  the  fifth,  now  occupying'  llic  same  h)c'aHty, 
being  nearly  finished,  h\ih.  1847. 

Dee.  2od,  1G74,  Rev.  Nelieniiah  Ilobart  wa.s  ordained,  although 
he  had  supplied  the  pulpit  for  two  years  previous,  lie  died 
August  l^oth,  1712,  having  preached  4()  years. 

It  is  supposed  that  not  a  dozen  houses  existed  in  wliat  now 
constitutes  the  West  Parish,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Ilobari's  dealli, 
while  there  were  nearly  or  quite  as  many  in  the  sonth  east  part 
of  the  town  as  at  this  lime.  It  appears  that  in  Ibob,  Lih.  lol. 
180,  that  John  Fuller  purchased  of  one  John  Cook,  lor  one  hun- 
dred and  three  score  pounds,  750  acres  of  land,  bounded  north 
and  west  by  Charles  River,  south  by  the  farm  of  Samuel  Shep- 
herd, and  east  by  the  grounds  of  Thomas  Parks.  The  south- 
east corner  was  at  a  large  oak  tree,  which  was  standing  until 
within  a  few  years  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  farm  improved 
by  Wm.  Bacon.  This  tree  was,  perhaps,  the  only  land  mark 
that  has  existed  without  variation  in  the  town  until  >o  late  a 
period. 

As  no  house  is  recognized  on  this  lot  of  more  than  a  mile 
square,  and  bounded  on  each  side  by  a  single  farm,  no  more 
than  one  house  probably  existed  in  that  section  in  1658  ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  no  house  was  erected  on  these  750  acres  for  more 
than  twenty  years  afterwards,  as  in  1676,  April  15,  this  John 
Fuller  purchased  of  one  John  Magoon,  22  acres  o(  land  with  a 
dwelling  house  and  barn,  also  5  acres  near  the  falls  on  Charles 
River.  This  house,  purchased  of  John  Magoon  is  said  to  have 
stood  on  the  same  spot  where  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  meeting 
houses  in  the  first  parish  were  built.  Subsequently  to  this  pur- 
chase by  John  Fuller,  he,  with  his  seven  sons,  whose  naiin's  all 
began  with  I,  as  no  J's  were  then  used,  settled  on  the  aloresaid 
750  acres  of  land,  which  was  known  as  "  Fuller's  Corner"  for 
nearly  a  century.  Two  farms  have  been  owned  and  improved 
by  John  Fuller's  descendants  until  this  time. 

In  1796,  five  years  after  the  town  was  incorporated,  the  citi- 
zens agreed  to  build  a  school  house,  and  chose  a  committee  to 
"treat  with  and  persuade  I\Ir.  John  Staple^  to  keep  the  school,'' 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  received  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
per  day  as  a  compensation. 

John  Benjamin  was  the  first  constable,  chosen  in  1631,  before 
it  was  changed  to  Cambridge. 

Nathan  Hammond  was  the  first  person  who  died  after  the 
town  was  incorporated.  One  of  the  most  ancient  houses,  if  not 
the  most  so,  was  the  dwelling  house  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel 
Ward,  having,  however,  undergone  some  alterations  )jrior  to  his 
death.  It  was  originally  used  as  a  block,  or  garrison-house,  to 
which  the  citizens  of  the  town  fied  in  times  of  danger  to  be  more^ 
secure  from  the  assaults  of  the  Indians.    The  whole  number  of 
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deaths  duriiii^  the  first  century  after  it  was  iiic()r|)()rate(l,  was 

The  first  Town  CMerk  was  James  'rrowhri(U^(^,  wlio  died,  May 
21,1714;  and  the  lirst  coui)le  that  was  inarrird,  w:i-  ''.loMaii 
liash  and  Hannah,  )iis  wife,''  Dee.  rio,  J()!)l,  by  ihc  said  'Town 
Clerk. 

The  successor  to  ]\Ir.  Ilohart,  was  tlie  Rev.  John  (\)ll(>n,  or- 
dained Nov.  od,  1714,  and  died.  May  J7lh,  1757.  March  'Jdili, 
1720,  his  house  was  burnt. 

In  17o2,  there  died  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town,  a  Mrs. 
Davis,  at  the  advanced  age  of  117  years,  115  days.  tSlie  buried 
three  husbands;  liad  9  eliildren,  and  at  her  deatli,  left  15  grand- 
children, 200  great-grandchildren,  and  ^00  great-great-grand- 
childien.  It  is  said,  at  the  age  of  100  she  was  caj)able  of  per- 
forming a  good  day's  \vork  on  her  land,  which  she  cultivated 
herself  Gov.  Dudley  visited  lier  a  few  years  before  her  death 
with  a  portrait  painter,  who  took  her  likeness,  which  is  now  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Hist.  Society. 

The  main  roads  through  the  town  at  this  ])eriod,  were  the 
Sherburn  road,  so  called,  and  the  Worcester.  'J.'he  former  j^assed 
through  the  Lower  Falls,  and  by  the  house  of  Mathias  Collins, 
Esq.,  and  the  East  Parish  meeting  house.  The  one  story  house 
which  stood  on  the  spot  where  the  new  house  of  Mr.  Tlawkes 
stands,  was  kept  as  a  public  house  many  years.  Amonir  other 
occupants  of  the  house  in  that  capacity  was  the  late  Nath m 
Fuller,  Esq. 

The  Worcester  road  passed  over  Weston  Bridge,  and  over  a 
range  way  now  entirely  disused  by  the  public,  by  the  house  of 
Samuel  Stimpson  and  the  Messrs.  Dix  and  Fullers,  to  the  First 
Parish  meeting  house,  which  then  stood  at  the  mt(;rsection  of  the 
two  principal  roads  to  Boston,  thus  forming,  at  that  period  and 
many  years  subsecjuent,  the  most  and  only  convenient  centre  for 
the  whole  town,  not  only  as  a  place  of  worship  but  lor  hokling 
town  meetings.  One  branch  of  the  Worcester  road  turned  (^ff 
somewhere  probably  between  the  house  of  INIr.  Dix  and  Mr. 
Frost's,  and  pass(xl  over  the  high  lands  south  of  ^Vest  Newton 
Village,  and  crossed  the  present  road  twenty  or  thirty  rods  south 
of  Hulfs  crossing,  to  Newton  Corner.  A  very  few  marks  of  its 
fornier  location  still  exist.  On  that  deserted  jiortion  west  of  Mr. 
Stimpson'SjWas  a  public  house  kept  as  such  for  many  years,  and 
a  little  west  of  the  same  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Greenwood,  w  ho 
for  many  years  held  the  oflice  of  Town  Clerk,  and  in  his  day 
was  the  main  personage  for  tying  connubial  knots.  A  few  ves- 
tiges of  both  houses  are  still  visible. 

The  next  minister  to  Mr.  Cotton  w^as  the  Rev.  Jonas  Merriam, 
who  was  ordained  March  22d,  1758,  and  died,  August  13tii, 
1780. 


In  1770,  Mr.  INIerriam's  lionso  was  also  biinicci,  logcilicr  with 
all  the  rhiircii  records. 

In  1764,  the  niecllng  house  in  the  West  i'arish  was  raised,  l)nt 
not  finished  lill  several  years  aricrwards. 

In  1780,  the  First  l^aptisl  Church  in  Newton  was  ^^atliered,  and 
the  Rev.  Caleb  Blood  was  their  j)astor  lor  seven  years,  wlien  he 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  (Iral'ton,  who  was  ordained, 
June,  1788.  Born  in  Newport,  R.  I.June  9,  17t.'>7 ;  died  Dec.  Ui, 
18oG,aged  79.  His  great  prudence,  winning  manners  and  pleas- 
ing address,  gained  him  universal  respect.  January,  17SJ ,  the 
Baptist  ^Society  agreed  to  build  a  meeting  house  by  subscrij)tion, 
which,  however,  was  not  wlioUy  accomi)hshcd  until  i7s(i;  and 
in  183G  built  their  new  house  on  the  pkiin. 

In  1781,  a  new  Congregational  Church  was  formed  in  the  West 
Parish,  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Greenough  was  ordained  Nov.  8ih 
the  same  year,  and  died  1831,  Nov.  10,  aged  75  years.  Among 
the  most  liberal  benefactors  to  the  new  society  was  a  J\Ir.  Thomas 
Barber,  who  built  the  oldest  part  of  what  is  known  as  the  "  Old 
Tavern  House."  He  set  out  what  is  now  called  the  great  ehn, 
in  17()6  or  7,  which  was  tlien  so  small  that  he  brougiit  it  from 
the  woods  on  his  back. 

Feb.  13,  1782,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Homer  was  ordained  over 
the  First  Congregational  Church.  Died,  August  11, 18  13,  in  the 
G2d  year  of  his  ministry. 

The  building  of  a  meeting  house  and  foriuing  a  new  society  in 
the  West  Parish  was  met  with  more  violent  opposition,  if  possible, 
than  that  of  a  division  of  the  town  at  this  time,  ^'ears  of  con- 
test were  spent  before  the  society  was  incorporated  in  1778. 
The  line  of  division  commenced  at  the  south  east  corner  of  the 
farm  of  tSamuc^l  Woodward,  at  Charles  River,  and  from  thence 
in  a  straight  line  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  farm  improved 
by  Daniel  Fuller,  and  conliruiing  the  same  course  to  Watertown 
line.  But  such  were  the  conllicting  views  of  many  citizens, 
that  this  act  of  incorporation  was  accompanied  by  a  proviso,  that 
any  person  living  on  either  side  of  the  line,  by  leaving  his  name 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonweairn,  within  six  months, 
might  belong  to  the  ])arish  he  should  choose.  This  proviso,  was 
repealed  in  1788,  and  the  line  between  the  parishes  became  un- 
conditional. This  line,  however,  was  not  wholly  defined  for 
many  years.  An  attempt  was  made  to  run  the- same,  commenc- 
ing at  the  southwesterly  corner,  but  the  same  spirit  which  for 
many  years  had  existed,  broke  out  afresh  uj)on  somi*  disputed 
point  in  the  midst  of  a  winter-squash  yard,  and  the  line  ))as-ing 
over  a  large  squash,  the  large  end  being  east,  the  parties  separat- 
ed with  no  kind  feelings,  after  giving  to  the  east  and  west  sec- 
tions the  nicknames  of  Squash-end  and  Bell-hack  ;  and,  although 
the  latter  has  become  obsolete,  the  former  is  still  applied  to  the 
west  portion  of  the  town,  as  a  term  of  reproach,  by  those  who 


are  willing  to  betray  indubitable  marks  of  vulgarity  and  li.w 
breeding.  Tliis  unkind  feeling  towards  tiie  west  has  never  wholly 
subsidi'd. 

180.3.  Tiie  town  voted  to  alter  the  seliool  districts,  whicli 
then  eonsisted  of  six,  and  form  two  new  ones,  and  build  one  new 
school  house  each  year,  commeneing  with  ihc  West.  J>y  a 
subsequent  alteration  the  west  sehool  honst:  was  sold,  and  liiii-d 
into  a  store  now  owned  by  Mr.  John  Alead. 

Tlic  number  of  houses  in  JSOO,  north  of  the  line  of  di vi>it)ii, 
as  now  prayed  for,  was  91.    Lower  i^'alls,  Hi. 

West  Parish,  within  the  area  of  two  sc^uaie  miles,  15. 

Newton  Corner,  13. 

Sehool  houses  in  the  whole  town,  6 ;  meeting  houses,  3. 
The  population  of  Newton  in  ISOO,  was  IVJl;  ))olls,  33(3; 
houses,  178. 

Population  in  1810,  1709;  polls,  3S2  ;  number  of  houses,  :201. 

Population  in  1820,  IBob ;  polls,  430;  houses,  21^. 

Population  in  1830,  2377 ;  polls,  ool;  houses,  293. 

Population  in  1840,  3351;  polls,  792;  houses,  408. 

In  1846,  houses,  519 ;  meeting  houses,  8 ;  polls,  1079. 

In  1847,  houses  probably  about  575 ;  population,  5000. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  population  and  number  of  houses 
in  1847  are  more  than  three  times  as  many  as  in  1^00,  therefore 
the  measures  whieh  might  have  been  equitable  then,  may  hv.  the 
most  unjust  in  1847. 

The  reader's  attention  is  now  called  to  consider  the  causes 
which  have  been  operating  since  1830,  and  kept  the  town  in  a 
constant  state  of  excitement  to  the  present  time. 

From  the  foregoing  very  brief  history  of  the  town,  it  will  at 
once  be  seen,  that  until  1691,  the  citizens  met  at  Cambridge  to 
transact  their  town  affairs  ;  and  until  16()4,  their  place  of  worship 
w^as  there  also,  and  that  from  1 664,  till  1780,  (more  than  100  years.) 
the  only  place  of  public  worship  in  the  town  was  the  Jvasl 
Parish,  being  until  then  by  feir  the  most  central,  as  the  poj)ulation 
then  existed.  And  from  the  same  causes  it  was  also  tlu;  con- 
stant place  of  holding  town  meetings,  without  complaint  from 
any  source,  until  about  1830,  when  the  origin  of  the  present 
difliculties  commenced,  and,  as  the  records  w^ill  show,  com- 
menced with  and  has  been  ever  since  continued  by  the  citizens 
of  the  south  and  east  part  of  the  town.  Although,  by  a  most 
extraordinary  feat  of  legerdemain,  the  oppressed,  injured,  and 
abused  people  of  the  west  have,  from  time  to  time,  by  public 
documents,  and  private  correspondence,  together  with  alnic  st 
every  other  method  that  calunmy  and  detraction  could  accom- 
plish, been  represented  as  guilty  of  bribery,  of  being  avariciou.^, 
of  keeping  alive  this  subject  of  strife, of  seeking  an  unjustifiable 
object,  &c.  <Scc.,  and  as  those  traits  of  character  as  pertaining  to 
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the  West  luivc  been  riulorscd  by  professors  of  r(>lii/i()n,  olllccra 
of  cliurchcs,  and  lliosc  clotlit'cl  wiili  saccrduial  gariiiniis,  holding 
high  and  responsible  .silnatioiis  in  the  coiiiinnuii y,  >cir-(h','Vn(e 
compels  us,  however  reniclanlly,  to  lav  hdorc  itie  public  an 
abslract  of  the  town  records  since  iJr^o.'i,  and  oilier  (locuinenls 
relating  to  this  eontest,  parlienlarly  the  "  Ueinonslrance,  signed 
by  'J'honias  Kdnrands  and  others,  mostly  residing  in  the  Cenhc," 
in  1S4G.  And  in  so  doing,  we  respeetfully  ask  all  cantbd  men  lo 
lay  aside  all  prepossessions,  and  form  their  oj)ini(ui  from  ili<; 
premises.  As  some  reference  to  this  remonstrance  may  be  had, 
the  largest  portion  of  it  is  here  inserted  :  although  somewhat  out 
of  jilace  as  regards  the  order  of  time,  and  notwithstanding,  ex- 
ceedingly repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  writer,  that  such  a 
document  should  have  ever  emanated  from  the  citizens,  princi- 
pally residing  in  the  Centre,"  or  from  any  other  source  ;  yet  it 
has  become  a  public  document,  and  placed  on  file  for  public 
inspection  beyond  recal,  together  with  its  other  kindred  nearly 
allied  ;  and  would  not  the  subject  lead  to  a  tedious  prolixity, 
they  would  not  pass  unnoticed. 

Ecmonstrance  of  Tliomas  Edmands^  i]'C,  residing-^  i)'c. 

"  Your  petitioners  having  asked  again  for  the  long-eonicsted 
line,  or  for  a  variation  of  it,  which  much  increases  its  vionslrous 
injustice,  by  embracing  within  its  bribing-  embrace  several  addi- 
tional locations,"  &lc. 

Alluding  to  the  line  as  j^rayed  for  first  reported  unanimously 
by  a  committee  of  the  town,  the  remonstrance  says  : 

The  question  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  related  men  ly  to 
the  expediency  or  practicability  of  a  division,  and  )io(  to  the  selec- 
tion of  any  line." 

"  It  was  [the  report  of  the  Committee]  not  adopted  at  all." 

"  Here  [Newton  Corner]  is  our  post  ollice,  and  this  j)ost  office 
ought  to  continue  to  be  our  own.""^ 

"  The  avarice  of  your  petitioners  grows  niarvellously  keen  as 
they  advance  in  years;  for  besides  aiming  to  secure  the  Lower 
Falls,  West  Newton,  and  the  Corner,  with  their  four  growing 
depots,  robbing  the  Centre  of  one  of  its  thriving  villages,  their 
grasping  principle,"  &c. 

"  This  change  of  line  is  considered  a  base  affront,  a  brazen- 
faced  bribe." 

"  This  subject  of  strife  has  been  kept  alive  by  a  few  discon- 
tented leaders,  who  wish  to  form  a  new  Township  by  dividing 
our  Corporation,  notwithstanding  they  have  been  opposed  by  a 

*  This  portion  appears  to  have  been  attached  after  it  was  signed,  and  taken 
from  a  former  remonstrance  from  the  same  quarter. 
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great  niajorilij  of  ouv  j/cdcc-scc/ciji^'  iiiliahilaiils,  in  low  n  n.cciiii;,; 
asseinhlcd,''  \:  v. 

"  No  town  ill  our  SlaU^  was,  wo  IxTu^vc,  cvv  called  lo  cniliiK; 
auih  ail  ai^i^ravati'd  trial,  and  lo  oijposc  sucli  iiii|iisiiti;ili|(' 
objecl/' 

As  this  j)rcscMit  nuasnr(^  is  tli(>  oll-pri hl!;  oI  the  same  rcslli'.'^s 
i^pirit  which,  during  die  live  or  six  iirrrcding  stars,  ha.  /orcrJ  us 
to  appear  as  reiuoiistranls  in  your  liiijh  lourt,  al  ^ri'al  cvpiaix; 
in  time  and  nioncy  tt)  our  town  and  our  Slale,  —  :•  spirii  w  hich 
is  the  j)art>nt  ol"  con  lent  ion  and  aliciialiDU,  w  i'  l»cg  \  our  houoi  ahlc 
body  again  to  arrest  ils  troublous  propiaisity,  b\  your  jiisi  \  (a-ili(  t. 
Under  sueli,  at  this  time,  may  we  not  ho|)e  that  ihi-  uuhappv 
sjfirit  will  cease  its  labors  of  annoyance?" 

"The  motto  of  yom*  petitioners  is  conlinual  conli  iiti^iu.  (mus 
is  a  permanent  peace  upon  equit;ib]c  principles,  iu  the  soil  o( 
Newton  they  sow  thorns.  \\'e  are  laboring  to  (adii\aie  the 
olive." 

These  charges,  endorsed  by  I'homas  Edmands  and  1  I()(idicrs, 
"principally  residing  in  Newton  Centre,"  if  true,  ought  to  sub- 
ject the  guilty  party  to  the  censure  of  every  honest  and  worth v 
cilizeii  of  the  town;  but  if  not  true,  but  exactly  the  rever.-e,  1 
leave  the  reader  to  form  his  own  estimate;  of  the  document  ai:d 
its  endorsers,  many  of  whom,  however,  ])robabIy  w  ere  not  a[)- 
prised  of  its  contents,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  meiits  of  the 
case.  We  therefore  appeal  to  the  decision  of  all  honest  men  to 
determine  who  is  the  guilty  party. 

As  was  before  observed,  the  citizens  of  the  town,  until  about 
1830,  met  at  the  first  Parish  Meeting-house  from  J 79 1,  without 
complaint.  About  1830,  the  proprietors  ot  the  tirst  Parish  iMcet- 
ing-house  objected  to  having  the  town  meetings  holdcn  there; 
and  for  a  period  longer  than  the  Greeks  were  in  taking  Troy,  as 
the  records  show,  has  the  contest  about  a  Town-house  lasted. 

The  great  dilliculties  existing,  arise  from  the  perailiar  features 
of  the  town,  having  no  common  centre  lor  a  Town-liou-c.  hiLdi 
school,  &c.  ;  and  the  unbending  hostility  of  the  ivi.-i  and  Soudi 
to  anij  and  equitable  measures  whereby  the  ])eoplc  of  tin.'  \\'(  st 
might  have  an  equal  share  of  the  common  privileges  ol  other 
sections.*  No  reasonable,  unbiassed  man  cc//i  ))oiut  out  a  spot  on 
the  map  wdiere  such  buildimj:s  can  Ije  erected,  and  al  the  same 
time  accommodate  the  whole  town  ;  ne^ilher  can  any  oilier  measure 
be  adopted  than  to  divide  the  tov/n  by  the  most  ecpiitable  line  of 
division  ;  and,  in  confirmation  of  the  asseriion,  tlie  foilowi'iL'-  e\. 
tracts  are  presented  : 

*  Two  exceptions  ought  to  bo  tnado,  ^Villiam  Kenrick  ami  LoriiiL'- 
Wheeler,  Esq'rs.  Il'left  to  them,  the  Jiihcullies  undoubtedly  would  lon^j 
since  have  been  settled. 
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N(n-(Miibcr,  lSo"2.  Votcil^  that  an  arlii  lr  ])c  inserted  in  ihc  ncxi 
wiinanl  to  see  il"  ilie  will  take  any  nu  asnres  to  proenre  a 

plaee  lor  lioldiiii^  tow  n  nieetini;s. 

March  7,  1833.  The  lorei^n)inL];  arlieU'  acted  upon,  and  eoni- 
mitteo  chosen.  Mcclini^^  atljoumed  to  the  first  Alonchiy  in  April . 
Report  of  committee  acted  upon,  reeonmiendini^  the  erection  of 
a  Town-iiouse  near  the  C'entre  si  hool-honse,  about  thirt y-l'ivc 
rods  north-west  of  lirst  Parish  iNIceting-hou.-i".  (See  map.) 
Moved  to  aini'nd  llie  report  so  as  to  have  the  sam  •  located  on 
the  plain,  forty  or  lil'iy  rods  souiIk^i'Iv  ui  the  .Meciini^-lioUM*  ; 
rejecled.  i\Io\  t'd  to  lix  location  in  West  Parish  ;  rejected.  So 
appar(Mit  that  no  location  could  be  sidected  to  accommodate  the 
town,  voted,  not  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee,  by  vote  of 
o44,  more  than  seven-eighths  ol  tlie  voters  present. 

April  22,  1833.  Another  meeting  called  in  about  three  weeks, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  Town-house,  by  the  citizens  of  ilie 
East  [)art,  who  have  been  represent(^d  to  the  Legislature  of  IS-IG, 
as  peace-seeking  citizens  and  cultivators  of  the  olive. A  map 
of  town  exhibited  on  the  occasion,  w'ith  the  location  of  the 
villages,  showing  the  great  injustice  of  locating  the  house  near 
the  ]\[eeting-house.  The  people  of  the  East  say  they  had  "  seen 
it  enough."  First  voted  to  locate  it  at  the  East  end  of  vestry  ; 
afterwards  voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  subject  of  build- 
ing a  Town-house.  Agreed  to  hold  town  meetings  alternately 
at  the  ]\[ceting-hou-cs  in  the  several  villages.    The  East  not 

O  CD 

satisfied. 

June  10.  Another  meeting  called  by  Iho/i^  to  see  if  the  town 
would  build  a  Town-house.  Subject  again  indefinitely  [)osi- 
poned. 

November  uieeting.  Article  again  inserted  by  the  ''cultivators 
of  the  oliv(\"  to  see  if  the  town  w  ill  take  any  measures  lor 
locating  and  building  a  Town-hous(\  Voted  to  defer  the  subject 
until  the  next  town  meeting. 

December  10.  Another  spccidl  meeting  called  by  rccpiest  of 
the  peace-seeking  i)ortion  of  the  town,  who  probably  began  to 
suspect  that  their  Me(Ming-house  was  no»  cxacthj  in  the  centre 
either  of  po|)ulalion  or  territory;  and  if  a  Town-house  were  ever 
erected  near  their  supi^osed  centre,  it  must  be  done  before  there 
was  any  further  increase  of  pojudation  in  the  Wt^st.  Ai  this 
time  it  was  considered  municipal  heresy  even  to  (piestion  the 
l^ropriety  of  not  locating  a  Towndiouse  near  the  lirst  Parish  IMcet- 
ing-hou>e.  It  woiUd  probably  have  been  as  easy  to  convince 
the  Chinese  that  their  em|)ire  was  not  in  the  centre  of  the  world, 
as  the  people  of  the  East  tliat  justice  recpiired  some  other  location. 
Sense  of  town  taken  relative  to  locating  and  building  a  Town- 


*■  See  Remonstrance,  page  10. 
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house,  and  locating  same  near  the  Ka^l  I'arisli  Mi-eiiiiL^-liouse. 
Decided  in  llie  nei^Mlivf,  Voted  to  lo(  at(;  llic  Tow  ii-luui.-e  near 
llie  vestry.  \  oled  to  ri'con>ider  Ja-^l  vole.  NOicil  lo  locale 
near  C\Mitri>  schot)l-hoiiS('.  ('oniinillcc  clio-cn  to  j)mciiri'  l;ind, 
build  the  house,  \e.  Hut  very  lew  pre.-rnl,  execpl  diost-  t-n- 
gai,^ed  in  eullivaliiii;  olives. 

December  27.  Anoiher  meeting  called  by  re(|uest  ol  ilie  citi- 
zens of  the  Lower  Falls  and  West  Hari.-h,  very  lew  of  v.  Ikmu 
attended  the  last  meeting,  being  nearly  worn  out  by  the  conlesi. 
Selectmen  liaving  made  no  provision  lor  a  place,  the  njceiini^' 
was  called  to  be  holden  at  the  Horse  Sheds,  for  the  purpose  oi 
reconsidering  the  doings  of  the  last  town  meeting.  Reconsid- 
ered by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  voted  that  llie  Seleclmen 
procure  a  house  lor  future  meetings  upon  the  best  terms  they 
can.  The  people  of  the  West  now  supj)osed,  thai,  after  the  vole 
of  such  a  decided  majority  against  building  a  Town-house, 
the  ''troublous  propensity"  of  keeping  '"this  sul)jeci  of  strife 
alive"  would  enable  the  town  to  have  a  respite,  })articularly  as 
the  use  of  the  old  l^Japtist  I\Ieeting-house,  and  that  in  the  \Vest 
Parish,  could  be  procured  for  less  than  half  the  interest  of  the 
money  a  Town-house  would  cost ;  and  meeting  alternately,  as 
was  done  several  times  at  those  places,  was  satisfactory  lo  the 
westerly  section  of  the  town,  and  probably  would  h  ive  so  con- 
tinued until  tlie  present  time,  if  the  I'^ast  coa/cl  have  been  satis- 
fied. 

January  27,  1S34.  Another  meeting  was  called  in  louv 
weeks,  by  those  whose  "  motto  is  peace,"  "  to  see  if  the  U)wn  w  ill 
build  a  Town-house."  Not  one  person,  however,  attended  the 
meeting  from  the  westerly  section  of  the  town,  beings  ac;u:tlly 
disgusted  with  the  proccetlings.  A  further  exhibition  of  the  pro- 
ficiency in  "olive"  culture  was  exhibited,  by  voling  nnaiiimoushj 
to  locate  and  build  a  Town-house  within  filly  rods  of  the  Pow- 
der house;  see  map.  Comment  is  unnecessary.  Commiiiee 
chosen  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  business;  form  and  diinensions 
to  be  left  to  their  discretion.  The  Treasurer  authorized  to  j)ay  all 
bills.  The  committee,  with  a  vigilance  worthy  of  a  lu-iier 
cause,  within  twenty-four  hours  had  most  of  the  timl)er  on  the 
spot.  All  j)0ssible  elibrts  used  to  have  the  building  raised  before 
another  town  meeting  could  be  legally  called.  The  elements 
prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  designs,  as  though  high 
Heaven  frowned  on  the  undertaking.  See  map,  and  determine 
who  are  peace-seeking  citizens. 

February  S,  Another  meeting  called  forthwith,  to  re- 

consider the  doings  of  the  last  town  meeting.  CJreat  excitement 
throughout  the  town.  A  change  of  this  unec|ual  locality  deter- 
mined upon.  A  more  general  attendance  than  was  ever  wit- 
nessed  before.     Meeting  organized.     Moved   by  Hon.  Wm. 
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Jackson,  Thai  a  coinnHtlce,  named  by  \hv  Chair,  he  chosen  to 
report  at  the  acljournnient  of  said  incciini^  (half  an  hour),  Inr  lh(^ 
adoption  of  the  town,  siu-h  action  in  rchilion  to  tlic  w  hi.h-  Mili)<  (  t 
as,  in  tlieir  opinion,  is  not  only  l)esl  athiplcd  to  x  i  urc  the  luiurt? 
harmony  and  general  wi-llare  ol'  the  town,  hut  will  j)ul  tiiis  tr()ul)le- 
some  (juestion  where  it  will  stay  put.''  iMeetm^  adjourned  and 
committee  retired.  INIeeting  opened,  and  eoinmitli'C  re|)orted  to 
locate  and  build  a  Town-house  where  now  standini^,  and  pay  the; 
Corporation  ol"  the  Fuller  Academy  >s7()(),  towards  huildiiii;  a 
suitable  hall,  and  that  the  town  meetings  be  lield  alternately  in 
those  places.  See  map.  Report  ol"  the  committee  acce])ted  with 
almost  a  perfect  unanimity;  the  people  of  the  West  perfectly 
satislled,  if  a  house  must  bc^  built.  (Jeneral  satisfaction  through- 
out the  town. 

February.  People  of  the  East  and  South  soon  bi*gan  to 
clamor  against  the  measure.  Some  so  lost  to  self-respect  as  to 
assert,  the  })eople  of  the  West  Parish  placed  the  Town-house 
Avherc  now  located.  Some  to  this  day,  in  that  section,  repeat 
the  same  impossible  result.  The  great  haste  to  raise  the  house 
has  now^  subsided  ;  not  raised  at  March  meeting. 

March  4.  An  article  inserted  to  see  if  the  town  will  rccou' 
sider  all  the  votes  passed  at  the  last  tow^n  meeting,  n-lative  to 
building  a  hall  in  the  West  Parish.  Vott^  whereby  the  town 
agreed  to  give  the  Corporation  of  the  Fuller  Academy  S'^^^^; 
was  reconsidered  by  a  vote  of  Ki  l  yeas  to  154  nays.  The  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  relative  to  holding  meetings  alternate  ly,  was 
decided  in  the  negative;  yeas  14'J,  nays  l(i4.  Town  thus  acted 
not  only  disihonorably,  but  very  inconsistently,  by  voting  to  hold 
meetings  alternately,  and  at  the  same  tiiuc  refusing  (uui  aid  to 
j)rovide  a  place. 

July.  Proprietors  of  Fuller  Academy  erect  a  [\\\v.  spacious 
Hall  at  their  own  expense,  hoping  and  expecting  that  the  town 
would  ultimately  restore  the  aiuount,  and  wipe  oil"  the  foid  blot 
of  repudiation  with  which  her  records  wx're  blackened  beyond  a 
parallel  in  municipal  duplicity. 

1S35,  ISob,  lSo7.  Meetings  holden  exclusively  in  the  'J'own- 
house. 

March  6,  1837.  Article  G  was  to  see  if  the  town  will  consent 
to  have  the  Low'cr  Falls  district  set  oil'  to  Needham  or  W'eslon. 
Article  dismissed. 

November  13,  1837.  Question  of  meeting  alternately  in 
Fuller  Academy,  discussed.  Article  dismis.-cd;  subsecpiently 
reconsidered  willi  the  understandiiiLT  that  no  compensation  was 
to  be  made  for  the  accommodation.  This  meanness  highly 
censured  by  all  honorable  men. 

1838.    The  South-east  part  of  the  town  set  off  to  Ptoxbury. 

May  7.  EObrts  made  to  withhold  all  meetings  at  the  Fuller 
Acadeiuy. 
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June  11.  Saiiu'  I'll'Dits  ac:ain  iir.ulL'.  .Moiioii  made  to  c  hoose 
a  coininitloo  to  c'oii>uli'r  the  expc-iliciicy  ol'  dividing  iht-  low  ii. 
Article  dismissed. 

March  7,  1811.  Nindi  arlii-h;  was  to  see  il"  the  town  would 
assume  the  debt  of  the  corporation  of  I'uller  Acach  iny,  abonl 
$1,000,  and  retain  tlie  right  ol"  liolding  its  spacious  Hall  for  tlu^ 
use  of  the  town.  Committee  cliosen,  witli  instruction  to  r(^|i(ul 
at  the  atijournment  of  meeting.     Adjtun-ned  to  A|)ril 

April  0.  Kepcn-l  made.  Voted  not  to  assumi;  the  dfhl.  Pros- 
pect that  the  building  would  soon  pass  into  private  hands. 

April  J9.  Elforts  made  by  Hon.  \Vm.  Jackson  and  olher^.  lor 
the  town  to  purchase  it  for  liftecn  hundred  dollars;  having 
cost  proprietors  over  two  thousand  dollars.  'J'he  report  made  bv 
Mr.  .lacUson,  on  that  occasion,  was  as  follows:  For  the  whol  ' 
town,  the  Fuller  Academy  is  more  central  than  tlie  Town-Itousc 
by  26  rod.-s;  for  the  villages  of  tiie  town,  188  rods.  If,  therefore, 
the  West  had  askeil  the  town  to  build  a  Toion-hoiisc  there,  at  a 
cost  as  great  as  was  incurred  for  that  of  the  J*]ast,  while  the  same 
was  building  for  the  Fast,  it  waiuld  have  been  7itorc  than  (  (pu- 
table  —  it  would  have  been  generous,  on  the  part  of  the  West, 
even  if  the  location  at  the  East  had  been  as  good.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  a  more  bleak  and  inconvenient  place  can 
hardly  be  found  than  that  of  the  East;  or  a  more>  comfortable, 
and  in  all  respects,  convenient  location,  cannot  be  found  in  the 
town  than  that  of  the  West.  Now  ti//  that  is  asked  by  the 
is.  that  about  three-fourths  as  much  may  be  ex])cn(led  for  I/k  ir 
convenience,  as  has  been  for  the  otlier  part  of  the  town,  after 
they  have  for  several  years  borne  the  Centre's  expense  of  i>rc^- 
viding  a  place  of  meeting."  'JMie  vast  increase  of  population 
since  1841,  would  now  make  a  iiuich  greater  dillerence  in  favor 
of  that  location. 

Discussion  cut  sliort  l)y  moving  the  previous  rpiestion.  Vvo\> 
osition  rejected.  Must  so  much  injustice  be  pracli.-ed  to  allord 
the  elements  of  nourishment  to  the  olive?  If  so,  will  not  honest 
and  honorable  men  ])luck  it  up,  and  cast  it  away,  that  it  may 
cause  no  more  ollence  ? 

Reader,  whoever  thou  art,  exaiuiiu^  the  map,  con.-idrr  the  votes, 
and  ask  thyself  on  what  peti  tion  of  the  town  the  seal  of  cond.'m- 
nation  ought  to  be  ))laeed. 

Second  article  was  to  sec  if  the  town,  if  they  refuse  to  make 
any  provision  for  holdiug  town  meetings  in  the  West  Parish, 
will  take  am/  nieasures  relative  to  a  divi-i<>n  of  the  town,  the 
only  alternative  for  tl;e  oppressed  citizens  of  the  West.  A  toin- 
miltee  was  chosen,  of  one  from  each  school  district,  to  1al:e  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  town,  and  report  at 
a  future  meeting.  Time  subsequently  extended  to  November, 
six  months. 


November.  Conimiitee  unanimously  rrportcd  llic  lin^'  as 
herelofore  ])rayed  for.  Reporl  re  ad  and  atccpii d  hy  a  larac 
majority.  Voted  to  divide  the  town.  Voli-d  ihai  ihc  l-.isi  roni- 
iniltee  lake  proper  mea.<iired  to  earry  tlie  .-amt-  into  eiifei.  Mut  ii 
joy  at  tlie  prospect  of  having  the (]U('.-ru)n  >la\  put."  W'uuld 
not  "  slay  put." 

Deeember  2'2.  Anolh(n-  meeting  eaUed  by  llie  T^asl,  lo  reeon- 
sider.  None  at  meeting,  exeept  one  voter,  but  "  peace-.-ci'l.ing 
citizens!"  Voted  to  reconsider  tloings  of  la.-l  me«  ling,  by  xoic 
of  182  yeas,  1  nay.  l^flbrls  made,  at  >aine  meriing,  to  prcNcni 
ani/  future  meetings  being  holden  at  the  b'uller  Acath-mv. 
People  of  the  West,  after  more  than  ten  years'  eontc-t,  ai)par- 
ently  no  nearer  a  consummation  of  dilliculties  than  at  lirs!.  Con- 
sult together  about  future  measures.  Concludi?  to  call  a  town 
meeting  to  see  if  the  town  would  not,  upon  rellcction,  t  iilu  r  let 
them  separate  in  peace,  or  make  some  provision  lor  holding  part 
of  the  town  meetings  in  West  Parish. 

January  19,  ISI'2.  Meeting  called.  J]olh  arlich  s  uncere- 
moniously dismissed. 

Jan.  1842.  No  alternative  left  for  llie  West  but  to  lay  their 
case  before  the  legislature,  as  the  town  absolutely  refused  to 
provide  any  place  of  meeting  a  iH)rlion  of  the  time  there,  or 
agree  to  divide  peaceably. 

Jan.  1842.  Petition  of  Joel  Fuller  and  others  j)resenled,  for  a 
division.  Hearing  had  before  the  Commilleeon  Towns.  Sug- 
gested by  petitioners  that  no  objection  would  be  had  to  have 
subject  referred  to  next  legislature.    Accordingly  referred. 

1843.  Petition  of  Joel  Fuller  taken  from  files,  preliminary 
steps  talvcn,  hearing  had,  and  bill  for  division  reported,  ric  com- 
mitted  for  the  ostensible  object  of  remonstrants  presenting  some 
further  testimony.  Another  hearing  had,  but  noihing  new  pre- 
sented. Conm^iittee  unanimous  for  graniing  a  bill.  Doubts 
arise  in  the  minds  of  the  petitioners  about  its  expediency,  [is  ilu^ 
legislature  was  expected  to  rise  in  three  or  four  days. 

Petitioners  concluded  to  re(]uest  a  committee  of  the  legislature 
to  be  appointed.    Such  a  committee  aj^pointed  at  their  expense. 

Sept.  Legislative  committee  visit  the  town,  examine  its  jjaris, 
view^ing  and  hearing  had  of  three  days'  continuance.  All  parlies 
heard  lo  the  extent  of  their  wishes.  Committee  of  iiflecai  t  liosen 
by  town  to  oppose. 

Committee  unanimously  report  in  favor  of  a  division  by  the 
line  ])rayed  for. 

1844.  People  at  the  chemical  works  petition  to  be  set  olf  iv> 
Waltham  ;  also  another  petition  of  the  south-east  j^ai  l  to  be  set  oil" 
to  Roxbury,  from  the  south-west  corner  of  Prookline  to  Kenrick"s 
bridge. 

Papers  relating  to  the  original  petition,  taken  from  the  file.-, 
pass  through  preliminary  stages. 
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Vriiiti'd  and  written  (locmm'iits  .sent  privately  to  the  Coimiiil- 
tee  on  towns.  I'oinul  ainon^^  their  papers,  with  false  stalenuaits 
inad(Mhcrein,  viz.  that  llu'  eomniilteu  tlrsl  reported  adver^  ly  to  pe- 
titioners; that  ])eiH-t)n  Joel  Fuller  was  so  inlbrincd  by  letter  lium 

chairman  ;  l\Ir.  had  seen  it ;  that  S.  Davis,  of  the  \\'e<t,  went 

to  Coneord,  spent  several  diiys  with  c;hairnian  ;  that  the  eoiiunit- 
tee  aflcrwarils  altered  their  report  ;  that  the  eoniniittec;  n^fuscd  to 
examine  the  town  thoroughly;  that  they  were  led  by  Mr.  Davis 
wherever  he  ehose  ;  that  it  was  only  a  i)olitical  ijiea.-5ure  to  an- 
swer political  purposes,  vfcc.,cVc. 

Mr.  Davis  never  saw  I\Ir.  Gourn:as  from  the  week  the  hearin'^ 
was  had  until  the  day  the  committee  met  to  agree  iij)on  their 
report.  He,  being  oflieially  called  to  Concord,  by  ap))ointiiienl 
made  three  months  previous,  carrieil  a  note  to  I\Ir.  Gourgas 
from  Deacon  Joel  Fuller,  simj)ly  recjuesting  him  to  send  tlieir 
bill  ;  note  taken  to  Mr.  Gourgas'  house  ;  unexpectedly  found 
the  other  committee  there ;  remained  in  the  house,  j)robably, 
less  than  ten  minutes,  and  never  saw  committee  afterwards 
until  they  made  their  report.  The  bill  brought  to  Deac:on 
Fuller  had  the  following  appendage,  about  which  so  many  sim- 
ple misstatements  have  been  made,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Concord,  Dec.  4,  1843. 
"Dear  Sir,  —  Tlie  Viewing  Committee  in  the  Newton  case 
met  here  to-day,  and  agreed  unanimously  upt)n  a  report,  and 
all  that  is  now  left  is  for  me  to  draw^  up  that  report.  I  trn-t 
the  report  will  give  satisfaction;  but  if  w^e  shall  succeed  in  this 
respect,  it  will  be  a  most  agreeable  disappointment  to  me." 

The  ambiguity  in  the  above  was  the  mountain  that  l)rouglit 
forth  the  mouse.  Instead  of  Mr.  D.'s  leading,  he  rode  with  one 
of  the  committee  chosen  to  op{)ose,  and  was  not  with  the  com- 
mittee more  than  half  the  time  at  the  hearing. 

1844.  A  town  meeting  called  to  act  upon  the  subject;  chose 
a  committee  to  oppose.  Certain  persons,  with  elongated  phi/, 
most  piteously  bemoaned  the  circumstance  of  a  division  ;  thought 
the  town  might  and  would  adopt  such  pacific  measures  as  to 
reconcile  all  the  difliculties  ;  chose  a  connnittee  of  one  from  each 
school  district  for  the  purjiosc  ;  no  confidence  had  by  the  citizens 
of  the  West  of  any  measures  being  adoi)tcd  for  their  relief,  and 
if  so  reported  would  not  be  adopted  by  the  town  ;  satisfied 
that  it  was  only  a  farce  to  defeat  the  division.  Intelligence  was 
conveyed  next  day  by  the  then  representative,  that  all  dif- 
ficulties would  be  adjusted,  consecjucntly  that  a  division  was  i  ii- 
iiecessary  ;  members  of  the  legislature  misled  by  the  announce- 
ment;  bill  defeated  by  the  manceuvre.  Committee  "charged 
with  the  duty  of  inquiring  into  the  practicability  of  some  mea.-urc 
of  compromise  :"  after  several  meetings,  unable  to  agree  on  any 
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plan  sustained  by  more  than  a  hare  majority."  .lust  ilu;  result 
expected  by  every  man  of  discermiicnt. 

iMarch  25,  1841.     INIajc^rity  and  miiiDiilv  reports  prc-ciitcd. 

iMajorily  recommend   the  (Mtn-lion  of  a   Tuwi)  ,ii  ihe 

Wet^t  Parish,  for  the  w  hoh?  town,  a;^  beiiii^  1()()  niih-.s  ncircr  the 
centre  of  population  than  the  present  Town-ljoiisc,  and  as  die 
most  suitable  |)la('e,  all  things  considered  ;  "  that  it  would  secure 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number;"  diat  such  a  liK-alii^n 
\vill  be  .sure  to  j>nt  at  rest  the  question  of  division,  v.Vc. 

Minority  report  recommend  the  erection  of  a  'J'own-hcHise  in 
the  centre  of  territory  1 1 

This  central  point  is  desi-ribed  in  a  printed  document,  by  one 
of  the  remonstrants  to  our  division,  as  follows:  ''This  central 
point  and  dividing  range  lacing  throughout  and  almost  entirt^, 
from  the  southern  boundary  at  the  Charles  River  to  the  north, 
a  wide  expanse  of  territory,  on  all  sides  hilly,  or  woody,  or  broken, 
or  low;  inmost  parts  uncultivated  and  unreclaimed  —  an  ex- 
tensive solitude." 

Statement  of  Viewing  Committee  appointed  by  the  legisla- 
ture :  ''The  centre  of  territory  is  in  a  wild  and  seclndcd  s|)ot, 
distant  from  all  the  villages,  immediately  surrounded  by  a  very 
thin  population.  It  is  a  place,  in  the  estimation  of  the  commit- 
tee, as  utterly  unfit  for  the  purpose  as  any  which  could  b(>  select- 
ed. The  selection  of  such  a  spot  would  not  accommodate  ajir/ 
portion  of  the  town,  and  the  best  argimient  in  its  favor  seetns  to 
be  that  it  would  be  about  equally  inconvenient  to  all."   See  map. 

Both  reports  laid  on  the  table. 

Majority  report  remained  there  ever  since. 

Minority  report  resuscitated  April  29th,  1844,  about  one 
month.  A  special  meeting  called  to  act  on  the  niinority  report. 
None  present  but  cultivators  of  the  olive,  on  whose  account  the 
meeting  was  called. 

"  Voted,  That  the  town  proceed  to  build  a  Town-house  in 
the  territorial  centre  agreeably  to  a  late  minority  report"  ! 

Committee  chosen  to  purchase  land,  6zc.  6cc. 

No.  of  olive  agriculturists  present,       .        .        .    115  . 
"    "  thorn   ^    "  ....  0 

Durst  not  proceed. 

The  proprietors  of  the  first  Parish  Meeting-house  being  de- 
sirous to  alter  its  interior,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  hali  for 
town  meetings  might  form  the  under  story,  and  the  upper  story 
their  place  of  worship. 

At  next  town  meeting,  efforts  were  made  by  certain  individu- 
als to  provide  some  other  place  than  the  Town-house  for  hold- 
ing town  meetings,  that  is,  this  said  hall,  that  was  to  be.  Voted 
down, 

Would  people,  knowing  these  facts,  come  to  the  conclusion, 
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nnlesjj  ihry  had  been  told,  tlial  the  cili/ens  of  \\\r  Ivisl  mirI 
Ccnlre  were  peacc-seekiiig  cilizens  ? 

1845.  Another  petition  presented  (or  divi-ion.  Ortler  of 
notice  refused  on  account  of  its  lateness.  Many  of  ihc  nio.-l 
influential  men  at  Newton  Corner  sign  the  petition.  Nov.  A 
meeting  called  at  the  village  of  Nc.'wton  Corn(.'r,  to  oppose  afii/ 
petition  that  might  be  ollered.  No  mea>nre  suggested,  as 
usual,  beyond  that  of  o])position. 

Most  of  the  citi/ens  commit  themselves.  A  ie\^  indi\ i(iiial> 
have  too  nuich  independence  and  consistency  to  yield. 

ISdO.  Another  petition  for  a  division  of  tlic  town  by  the  line 
of  CoUlstreani  BrooU. 

This  line  meets  with  much  less  favor  than  tlu^  other.  Several 
erase  their  names  from  this  petition.  Say  they  thought  it  a 
remonstrance.    Another  petilioji  for  a  division  by  the  old  line. 

Orders  of  notice  and  town  meeting  had.  Town  voted  to  op- 
pose. Chose  a  committee,  who  employed  counsel  at  the  ex- 
pense of  town. 

Great  eflbrls  used  by  a  very  few  individuals  to  obtain  signa- 
tures to  remonstrances.  Some  persons  paying  only  a  poll  lax 
most  active.  An  unexpected  remonstrance  from  Lower  Falls, 
objecting  to  a  division  at  time,  1 846.  A  few  individuals 
from  that  village  and  Newton  Corner  still  adhiCre  to  their  former 
honest,  independent,  and  consistent  course.  No  reason  given 
by  Newton  Corner,  except  that  a  majority  xvere  opposed. 

But  that  impartial  men  may  judge  of  the  merits  and  correct- 
ness of  the  remonstrance  of  Thomas  Edmands  and  others,  by 
which  the  people  of  the  West  feel  deeply  injured,  a  few  of  its 
most  objectionable  parts  w'lW  be  analyzed. 

From  Remonstrance.  "  Your  jjetiiioners  having  again  asked 
for  the  long-contested  line,  or  a  variation  of  it,  which  mueh  in- 
creases its  monstrous  injustice." 

This  monstrous  injustice  may  be  inferred  from  the  lollowing 
Documents  No.  22,  of  Senate,  1844,  in  the  remonstrance  of  \Vm. 
Jackson  and  oXhcrs^  a  g-ainst  anij  otJier  line:  —  "  A  line  conunene- 
ing  near  Thomas  Siiiallwood's  and  running  southerly  to  a  point 
on  Charles  llivcr,  &c.  A  line  deliberately  fixed  upon  several 
years  since,  as  the  most  suitable  and  fair  line  of  division,  by  a 
committee  in  which  the  ichole  town  was  represented  by  a  mem- 
ber from  each  school  district  in  the  town,  which  line  said  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  in  recommending  as  the  most  suitable 
for  the  town,"  iS:c. 

From  the  Legislative  Viewing  Committee's  Report.  Tlie 
line  of  division  proposed  by  the  petitioners  is  the  most  just  which 
could  be  adopted." 

From  the  Committee  of  the  town  who  first  reported  the  line. 
"  A  line  drawn  from  the  corner  of  the  road  near  the  monument 
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adjact'iil  to  \hc  jircMiilsrs  of  'riioiiias  Siiiallwcxul  to  south 
side  of  the  road  in  front  of  the  houx'  of  W'lnium  Wiswail  the 
2d,  comiiuiiii^  lo  ("hailcs  Kiver,  appeared  heller  caleiilaled  to 
promote  the  iimtiial  aceomniodalioii  of  tlie  two  ^e(!liolls  l!ian  any 
otlier/' 

Keinonstrance.  The  (piesiion  referre(l  lo  the  eonniiilliv 
rehiled  merely  to  the  expediency  or  praetieal)ilily  of  adivi-ion, 
and  /lot  to  line.'' 

From  the  Coinmiltee's  Report.  " 'I'he  (\)mmitie(>  to  whom 
was  reierred  ihe  snl)j(>et  of  a  division  of  the  town,  midei-iood  ihe. 
vote  as  (tailing  lor  a  detail  of  the  and  t/uuinrr  in  which  it 

might  be  fairly  and  judieiously  done,  rather  than  for  any  reasons 
or  apologies  for  the  movement/' 

Kianonstrance.    "  Tlie  report  was  not  adopted  at  all/' 

Town  Records,  Nov,  1841.  "  The  Report  of  the  C'ommiitee 
on  the  subject  of  a  division  of  tlie  town  was  read,  and  it  was 
voted  to  accept  the  report. 

Voted,  'J'hat  the  town  be  divided. 

"  Voted,  That  the  Committee  above  named  make  application 
to  the  next  legislature  for  a  division  of  the  town." 

Reader,  what  ihinkest  ihou  ? 

"Here,  [Newton  Corner,]  to  a  great  majority  of  us,  is  our  post 
office,  and  tJiis  post  cilice  ought  to  continue  to  be  our  own." 

F'rom  Q  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newton  Centre,  to  the 

Post  Ollice  Department. 
"  To  the  Iloa.  .yc. 

"  Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent,  that  they  reside  in 
the  first  and  principal  Parish  of  the  towuohip  of  Newton,  iS:c., 
within  the  bounds  of  which  and  in  their  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, are  two  large  and  respectable  churches,  a  Theological 
Seminary,  the  most  important  one  connected  with  tin;  Jjaptist 
denomination  in  the  United  States,  a  fem;de  academy,  and  a 
boarding  school  for  boys  of  considerable  repute,  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  rather  wealthy,  intelligent  farmers,  and  thai  they 
are  subject  to  an  extensive  corresj)ondence  witli  (iiilerent  por- 
tions of  the  Union." 

"  We  would  further  represent,  that  about  two  miles  north  of  us 
is  a  small  village,  commonly  known  as  Newton  Corner,  lying 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  llourishing  village  and  })ost  olfice  of 
Watertown,  through  which,"  \:c. 

"  That  there  is  a  post  olfice  in  said  village  (Newton  Corner) 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Newton  post  ollice,  and  a.lso  mu  m 
our  village,  known  as  the  Newton  Centre  [)()5t  ollice." 

"  That,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  designation  of  the  oliices 
of  Angier  Corner  and  at  this  place,  your  memoriaiisis  have 
ever  been  subject  to  great  inconvenience  from  the  misdireciion 
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of  their  letters,  and  especially  lias  this  been  the  ease  wiih  the 
officers  and  stndenls  of  our  literary  and  ih('()h>iri('al  inslilu- 
tions,  wiiose  nuineruiis  corrcsj^ondenls  in  dillru  nt  |):nls  of  ihe 
country  have  addressed  llieni  as  rc-idini^^  in  Xcuion;  and  thus 
their  letters  have  been  sent  to  lh(^  aforesaid  oHice  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  Walertown,  while  pa[)ers  and  letters  directed  to  Newton 
Corner  have  been  sent  to  Newton  Centre  oHice,  beiuL^  the  one 
in  our  village,"  ^c. 

"  We  have  now  /lo  direct  mail  coniiniuiicalion  with  the  New- 
ton post  ollice,  to  which  many  of  our  letters  are  sent. 

"  We  therefore  respectfully  pray  the  honorable  head  of  the; 
Post  O/Iiee  Department,  that  he  will  order  that  the  })ost  ollice  at 
Newton  Corner  shall  be  denominated  the  Newton  Corner  post 
office;  and  that  the  ofHce  now  called  the  Newton  Centre  post 
office  shall  hereafter  be  called  the  Newton  post  office,  to  wliich 
name  we  are  justly  entitled  by  our  location  in  the  town  and 
the  importance  of  the  office." 

That  very  great  and  serious  inconvenience  results  to  other 
parts  of  the  tow^n,  in  consequence  of  the  designation  of  the 
Newton  post  office,  as  well  as  to  Newton  Centre,  no  one  will 
deny  ;  and  perhaps  justice  requires  the  alteration  prayed  for. 
But  the  duplicity,  by  making  it  a  pretence  that  the  town  ought 
not  to  be  divided,  because  such  results  ;/z?/i7  follow,  as  a  thing 
of  course,  as  are  j^rayed  for  by  the  same  persons  (more  than 
sixty),  is  unpardonable. 

Whether  this  petition  of  the  inhabitants  "principally  residing 
in  the  Centre,"  was  considered  by  the  Post  Office  Department 
as  indicative  that  their  "avarice  had  grown  marvellou:>ly  keen 
as  they  advanced  in  years,"  or  whether  the  change  of  name 
was  considered  "  a  base  aflfront,  a  brazen-faced  bril)e,"  is  not 
known;  but  the  prayer  was  not  granted,  and  probably  \\  ill  not  be 
until  the  town  is  divided.  Five  post  offices,  however,  in  one 
town,  afford  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  measure. 

Remonstrance.  "No  town  w^as  ever,  we  believe,  called  to 
endure  such  an  aggravated  trial,  and  to  oppose  such  an  unjusti- 
fiable object." 

From  a  petition  of  the  principal  men  of  Newton  Lower 
Falls,  1843. 

»  To  ike  Hon.  c]'C.  .      ■■ ' 

"  The  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newton,  respect- 
fully represent  that  the  causes  which  have  long  been  operating 
to  make  a  division  of  this  town  necessary  for  the  convenience  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  discharge  of  town  duties  indispensable 
for  their  future  peace  and  prosperity,  have  noiv  reached  a  point  tliat 
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makes  it  oiir  duty  to  join  the  petitioners  ior  a  division.  The 
peace  of  all  and  the  public  g-ood  require  it.  We  therefore  re- 
spectfully; ask  of  your  honorable  bodies  in  aid  of  the  peiiiio.i 
of  Joel  Fuller  and  others,  and  that  the  same  may  be  granted.'' 

Keport  of  the  Viewing  Committee  of  the  Legir^lature. 

"  The  Committee  desire  to  say,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  parties, 
and  from  all  the  knowledge  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  ot  the 
case,  they  have  unanimously  come  to  the  opinion  that  it  would  be 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  whole  town,  under  existing  l  ircum- 
stanees,  that  a  division  should  take  place,  and  that  the  line  of 
division  proposed  by  the  i)etitioners  is  the  most  just  \vhi(  h 
could  be  adopted." 

Remonstrance.  "  Forced  us  to  appear  as  remonstrants  in 
your  high  coiu't  at  great  expense  in  time  and  money  to  our- 
selves, our  town,  and  our  Slate." 

The  petitioners  are  the  ])ersons  of  all  others  to  comi)lain  of 
the  great  expense  in  time  and  money  by  this  opposition  to  a 
measure  which  is  indispensable  for  the  future  p(?ace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  town,"  "  when  the  peace  of  all  and  the  public  good 
require  it."  They  are  not  only  heavily  taxed,  their  projiorrum 
of  the  town  expenses  already  amounting  "  in  Umv.  and  money"  to 
thousands  of  dollars,  but  are  compelled  to  bear  the  ^^■hole  of 
their  own  expense  of  carrying  on  this  contest,  which  would  have 
been  settled  years  since  were  it  not  for  a  very  few  "  discontented 
leaders,"  some  of  whom,  paying  only  a  poll  tax,  have  been  the 
most  unyielding. 

The  double  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  petitioners  have 
thus  greatly  diminished  tluur  means  of  contributing  towards 
many  benevolent  objects  of  the  present  day. 

"  The  avarice  of  your  petitioners  grows  marvellously  keen  as 
they  advance  in  years."  This  refined  language  was  probably 
used  in  consequence  of  the  petitioners  for  a  division  in  ISIG 
asking  for  the  old  line,  or  one  beginning  at  ov  near  Indian  Lane, 
in  consequence  of  some  gentlemen  at  Newton  Corner  suggest- 
ing it  as  being  more  satisfactory.  And  no  doubt  such  a 
line  would  ultimately  be  the  most  desirable,  if  adopted.  The 
town  of  West  Newton  might  then  be  conveniently  and  peaceably 
subdivided,  and  form  two  towns;  and  such  a  result  would  un- 
doubtedly follow  in  less  than  the  time  that  this  contest  lias 
lasted. 

The  citizens  of  the  East  will  find  that  withholding  more  than 
is  meet  will  tend  to  poverty. 

Call  it  avarice,  or  or  by  any  other  appellative,  indicative  of 
hostile  or  kind  feelings,  it  needs  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foresee 
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that  llie  Kast,  by  their  unyielding  clispositiDn,  are  preparing  the 
way  for  aline  ot'  division  farther  south  tlian  Indian  lianc. 

"  This  subject  of  strife  has  been  kej)!  alive  by  a  few  discon- 
tented leaders,  who  wish  to  form  a  new  township.'' 

This  barefaced,  unblushing  assertion  recjuires  no  further  coin- 
meiU  than  to  ask  the  readiT  to  exaniine  the  map  live  minutes, 
and  learn  the  locality  of  the  West  Parish  and  tlu^  present  'I'own- 
house,  and  also  turn  to  the  doings  of  that  portion  of  the  low  n 
whose  motto  is  "  permanent  peace,"  as  recorded  from  J  MJi!  lo 
1845,  particularly  December  IG,  18o3,  Jaimary  XJ7,  J  S3  I,  ]"Vl)riia- 
ry  8lh,  March  9lh,  November  Slh,  .1^38,  .l)ecember  J.^U), 
January  19, 1841,  April  19,  184-1,  <kc.  cVic. 

Thai  this  subject  of  strife  has  been  kept  alive  by  a  lew  liis- 
contented  leaders,  no  one  will  tleny  ;  but  Uu'ir  locality  is  east  lon- 
gitude froiu  West  Newton.  A  very  few  individuals  in  that 
locality  have  kept  this  contest  from  being  "stayed  put"  ever  since 
Feb.  8,  1834,  some  of  whom  would  have  rendered  far  mor(; 
valuable  service  to  the  town  by  having  employed  their  time  in 
chiseling  epitaphs  of  men  who  never  had  independence  enough 
to  act  otherwise,  than  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  large 
majorities,"  or  in  printing  a  history  of  the  innumerable  acts  of 
tyranny,  o]:)pression,  and  iuiprisonment,  and  of  the  numerous 
cases  of  death  itself,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  such 
bodies,  such  as  hanging  Quakers,  imprisoning  Baptists,  banish- 
ing nonconformists,  and  summoning  men  to  appear  befor()  the 
"high  court,"  for  petitioning,  tVc.^  A  Galileo  with  his  hc;ul 
bare,  frosted  with  the  snows  of  many  winters,  on  the  fceljle 
bended  knee,  was  compelled  to  appear  before  tlu^  "  IIii:li 
Court"  of  priests  and  cardinals,  to  answer  for  the  criim  of  his 
"  troublous  propensity"  of  asserting  that  the  earth  turned  on  its 
axis. 

Is  it  not  time  to  meet  this  question  upon  its  merits,  rather  than 
of  inquiring  whether  this  man  or  that  village  is  in  favor  or 
opposed  ?  If  any  other  measure  than  that  of  a  division  will 
meet  the  case,  whv  not  adopt  it  ?  If  s"tting  a  Town-house  in 
the  territorial  centre  will  heal  the  dilliculty,  why  not  do  that? 
Or  if  locating  the  same  in  the  AVest  Parish,  agreeably  with  the 
recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the  last  Committee  cl'.osen  by 

*  1637.  At  a  Court  holden  in  Ncwtowne,  Mr.  Aspin  was  summune4  to 
appearand  answer.  ^Va.s  sentenced  to  seven  years'  banishment  for  dra.v- 
ing  up  and  signing  a  petition  in  lavor  ot  Mr.  Whc  l wriirlit.  They  mot  at 
Ne\\towne,  because  Boston  was  so  inlested  wiUi  this  new  opinion. 

1G51.  "  It  was  ordered,  that  if  any  person  or  pei  -  ^..i  .-hall  either  openly 
condemn  or  oppose  the  baptizing  of  infants,  or  go  about  secretly  to  s<*duce 
others,  or  shall  deny  the  ordinance  of  inagistracy,  (that  is,  of  large  majori- 
ties.) and  shall  appear  to  the  Court  wilful,  shall  be  sentenced  to  banishment.'' 

1656.  "That  what  Quaker  soever  shall  arrive  in  ihi.s  country,  shall  be 
forthwith  committed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  and  at  their  entrance  be. 
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the  town,  wliy  has  it  not  been  dune,  if  it  will  aceoinplisli  the 
object?  If  any  other  line  than  tlie  one  proposed  l)e  more  ecpiiia- 
ble,  why  1ms  it  not  been  pointed  out?  Tlie  line  prayed  for  by 
William  Kcnrick  and  others,  had  very  few  sni)p()rters ;  or  will 
waiting  longer  diminish  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  division  ? 
Surely  not.  Upon  the  supposition  that  the  people  of  the  West 
had  never  complained  of  the  acts  done  by  "  large  majorities," 
can  the  elements  existing  in  the  town  produce  any  other  result 
than  that  of  "continual  strife"?  The  Town-house  must  be 
enlarged.  Will,  or  ought  the  j)eople  of  the  WVst,  to  submit  to 
such  injustice  as  to  have  it  remain  in  its  ])rc,-ciit  locality  ? 

Reader,  look  at  the  map,  and  answer  the  question.  What 
was  the  character  of  the  very  last  elVort  in  town  to  have  the 
place  of  meeting  at  the  first  Parish  Meeting-house,  by  the 
alteration  contemplated?  If  such  a  result  could  follow,  would 
the  descendants  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  in  the  West  submit  to  be 
taxed  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  an  object?  No  candid 
man  can  say  that  they  ought  so  to  do.  Why  not,  then,  ado|)t  the 
course  always  resorted  to  in  such  cases,  viz.  divide  the  town  as 
was  done  in  Cambridge  in  1807,  when  ]}rigliton  and  ^Wst 
Cambridge  were  both  incorporated,  and  resulted  much  to  their 
interest.,  convenience,  and  prosperity? 

No  town  in  Middlesex  County  has  so  large  a  population  as 
Newton,  and  but  a  few  that  would  number  as  many  inhabitants 

severely  whipt,  and  none  sulfereJ  to  speak  with  iheni ;  and  if  any  person 
shall  knowingly  import  (Quaker  books  concernini^  llieir  devilish  opinions,  lie 
sliall  pay  for  every  book  l"5  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  defend  them,  ihey  shall 
pay  forty  shillings  for  the  lirst  ofi'enee,  and  four  pounds  for  the  second  offence, 
and  for  the  third  olience  shall  be  banished." 

These  laws  being  proclaimed,  by  beat  of  drum,  in  the  streets  of  Boston, 
"  Nicholas  Upshal,  a  man  of  about  si\ty  years,  came  out  of  his  house,  and 
told  the  otiicers,  that  the  prosecution  of  these  laws  would  be  the  forerunner 
of  judgments."  Upshal  was  summoned  to  appear  b(>fore  the  Court  ne.vt 
morning,  and  tined  £20  and  ordered  to  depart  the  jurisdiction. 

1657.  hi  October,  a  law  was  passed,  That  if  any  person  should  entertain 
or  conceal  any  Quaker,  every  guch  person  should  forfeit  forty  shillings  for 
every  hour's  entertainment."  That  every  Quaker,  for  the  lirst  (Wfence,  should 
have  one  of  his  ears  cut  off;  for  the  second,  the  otln  i  ear;  and  for  ihe  third, 
have  his  tongue  bored  through  with  a  hot  iron. 

1(558.  It  was  enacted  'J'hat  every  j^erson  upon  conviclion,  anil  continuing 
obstinate  and  refusing  to  retract,  shall  be  banislied  upon  pain  of  tlcalh.''  Tn- 
der  this  law,  enacted  by  '"large  majorities,"'  ^Villlam  Ilobinson,  Marmaduko 
Stephenson,  Mary  Dyer,  and  ^Villiam  Leddra,  were  executed,  Oct.  27,  1G5«). 

1661.  Peter  Pierson  and  Judah  Brown,  Quakers,  being  indicted,  stood 
mute.  "The  Court  ordered  that  they  shall,  by  the  Cuu>table  of  Bo.--lon,  be 
forthwith  taken  out  of  prison  and  stripped  from  the  girdle  upward-*,  by  the 
executioner,  and  tied  to  the  cart's  tail,  and  whipped  th'ouL'h  the  town  wiih 
twenty  stripes,  and  then  carried  to  Ro.xbury  and  ilclivered  to  tlie  Conslablo 
there,  who  is  also  to  tie  them  to  the  cart's  tail  and  aL'ain  whip  them  through 
the  town,  with  ten  stripes,  and  carried  to  Dedliam  and  delivered  to  the  Con- 
stable there,  who  is  again,  in  like  manner,  to  cause  them  to  be  tied  to  tlie 
cart's  tail,  and  whipped  with  ten  stripes  more  through  the  town,  and  from 
thence  they  are  immediately  to  depart  this  jurisdiction  upon  their  peril." 
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as  would  he  conlaiiR'd  in  each  section,  were  it  divichai  hy  the 
proposed  line  of  division.  Canihridi^'c,  West  Canihridge,  and 
13rigliton,  in  1S07,  at  which  time  hotli  tlie  last-named  towns  were 
incorporated,  had  a  less  number  of  inhabitants  than  is  now  cou- 
lained  in  Newton.  Little  Cambridge,  which  now  con^^titul('s 
the  town  of  Brighton,  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  contained 
less  than  one-seventh  of  the  population  of  the  present  town  of 
Newton  ;  and  Menotomy,  now  West  Cambridge,  at  the  same 
period,  had  less  than  one-(ifth  ;  th(;  area  of  the  three  towns  being 
about  equal  to  that  of  Newton. 

The  average  i)opulation  of  the  several  towns  in  ?kli(lcilesex 
County  (Cambridge,  Lowell,  and  Charlestown,  being  (nties)  is 
less  than  thirteen  hundred  ;  consequently,  if  Newton  were  e(pjally 
divided  into  two  towns,  each  would  contain  nearly  double  the 
;  verage  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  other  towns  in  the  county; 
and,  judging  prospectively,  in  less  than  five  years,  each  section 
will  contain  four  thousand  inhabitants.  But  although  its  great 
area  and  numerous  population  would  require  the  division,  yt  t 
the  strong  ground  of  the  argument  is,  its  very  peculiar  features. 
Any  unbiassed  person,  who  examines  the  map,  must  see  that  a 
division  is  inevitable.  Then  why  not  meet  the  question  fairly 
upon  its  merits,  now^  instead  of  warding  oil  the  measure  undi  r 
the  shield  of  "large  majorities,"  which  Heaven  has  permitted,  in 
the  present  case,  to  lram))le  upon  the  rights  and  interest  of  the 
minority  ;  and  who,  acting  in  the  mass,  appear  to  have  forgot h  n 
iheir  individuality  and  personal  accountability,  and,  by  making  a 
division  of  responsibility,  have  sanctioned  measures  they  would 
not  dare  to  do  if  alone  responsible  ? 

The  will  of  "large  majorities,"  upon  general  princij)k's,  ought 
to  be  regarded;  but  when  they  op})ress,  instead  of  protecting,  the 
minority,  they  only  exhibit  the  embodiment  of  tyranny  and  op- 
pression. "Large  majorities"  have  never  as  yet  been  stamped 
with  the  seal  of  infallibility.  It  has  generally  been  found,  when- 
ever any  new  measure  has  been  proposed,  however  politic  and 
beneficial,  that  they  have  opposed.  So  general  was  this  the  case 
in  the  days  of  Franklin,  that  he  asserted  that  "  minorities  were 
generally  right."  And  the  presentation  of  a  few  more  annual  tax 
bills  will  convince  the  citizens  of  Newton,  that  interest  as  well 
convenience  requires  a  division,  and,  after  years  of  contest,  will 
undoubtedly  admit  the  coiTectness  of  Franklin's  views,  l^ook 
at  the  subject  in  every  possible  light,  and  the  same  conclu-ion  is 
the  result.  Place  a  Town-house  in  the  Wesi  Parish,  and  yon  at 
once  grant  to  the  citizens  of  the  East  and  Soutli  a  strong  pretext 
to  be  set  olV  to  Roxbury  and  Brookline.  Place  it  in  the  centre 
of  territory,  and  the  town  would  become  a  laughing-stock  ior 
their  consummate  folly.  Hold  meetings  alternately  in  the  West 
and  at  the  Town-house,  which  would  once  have  satisfied  the 
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West,  and  all  the  di^conhuit^  ronJ/iiiifiL^-^  -and  various  iiilcrt^sls  will 
ere  long  coiiviiuc;  ihe  town,  lliat  any  I'orpomtion  thai  icciuiics 
the  erection  of  two  'I'own-lionscs  to  meet  the  wants  ol'  ils  citi- 
zens makes  out  a  prima  facie  case,  tliat  the  peaci^  oi  all  and  the 
public  good  recpiire  a  division''  of  sneh  a  town. 

People  out  of  town  are  astonished,  tiiat  any  at  Newton  Cor- 
ner or  the  liOwer  Falls  should  t)l)jccl  to  a  division  Ijy  which 
tliey  would  constitute  one  of  tlu'.  most  convenient,  thrivini:,  and 
respectable  towns  in  the  county,  saving  more  than  100  miles 
each  town  meeting."^  , 

This  result  would  not  be  materially  altered  whether  the  house 
were  at  the  West  Parish  or  Hull's  Crossing.  The  village  of 
Newton  Corner,  by  its  enterprise  and  rapid  increase  ol"  j)()pula- 
tion,  has  thrown  around  itself  a  halo  of  attraction  ;  but  that  the 
East,  independent  of  any  prospective  object,  would,  in  a  pecuni- 
ary point  of  view,  be  the  gainer,  if  it  were  retained  on  thai  side, 
or  the  West  the  loser,  is  very  much  doubted.  Taxation,  gene- 
rally, increases  in  a  much  greattjr  ratio  llian  population ;  conse- 
Cjuently  any  village  will  re(piire  all  ils  proportion  of  taxes  to 
meet  ils  expenditures.  Walerlown  would  be  im}>overished  to 
be  united  to  Cambridge,  and  Ih'ighton  to  the  same,  of  which, 
till  iS07,  it  formed  a  part.  Taxes  are  higher  in  Boston  now 
than  forty  years  since.  The  same  will  apply,  as  a  general  rule, 
to  the  towns  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

A  town  with  4,000  inhabliants,  residing  in  diflerenl  villages, 
requires  more  than  twice  as  much  to  meet  ils  expenditures,  as  it 
would  if  it  formed  two  separate  corporations.  Taxes  in  New"- 
ton  will  go  on  increasing  as  its  population  increases.  Chelms- 
ford, independent  of  any  inconvenience,  would  not  probably 
receive  back  the  city  of  Lowell. 

The  advantages  of  any  location  de]:)end  upon  its  proximity 
to  populous  cities  or  villages,  whether  one  or  a  dozen  territorial 
lines  intervene.  A  dividing  line  between  f^chool  districts  has 
just  as  much  eOect  as  a  town  line,  as  to  any  advantages  of  trade, 
&c.  and  no  more.  ]May  it  not,  therefore,  be  hoped  that  the 
question  will  be  met  with  candor,  examin(xl  with  care,  and  the 
result  follow  which  has  so  long  been  wished  for,  by  pulling  this 
"troublesome  and  vexatious  question  where  it  will  stay  put"? 

*  Average  distance  of  Lower  Falls  to  present  Town-house^  1173  rocU; 
to  West  Parish,  735.  Number  of  voters,  over  GO.  From  Chemical  ^Vorks  to 
Town-house,  1575  rods ;  to  ^Vest  Parish,  525.  A'oters,  20.  From  West 
Parish  to  Town-house,  1)20  rods  ;  to  l\Ieoting-house,  80.  Voters,  90.  f^aving 
to  many  others  from  one  to  two  miles,  while  the  distance  is  not  increased  to 
one  individual  in  town. 

Newtox,  February,  1S47.        .  S.  DAVIS. 
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